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Part | - Writing (30 minutes)

%Jiﬁ%ﬂﬁ ﬁﬁ%ﬂr T HES
Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a short essay about a course that has
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impressed you most in college. You should state the reasons and write at least 120 words but no more than
180 words.
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Part Il Listening Comprehension (25 minutes)

Section A pp iy
Directions: In this section, you will hear three news reports. At the end of each news report , you will hear
two or three questions. Both the news report and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a
question , you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark
the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.
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Questions 1 and 2 will be based on the following news item.
1. A) Half of the young men are smokers.
B) Two-thirds of young men will die from smoking.
C) Many men begin to smoke in their middle age.
D) Smoking can lead to tobacco deaths.
2. A) The price of cigarettes has been increasing.
B) Cigarette production is reduced in recent years.
C) Smoking is strictly prohibited by the government.
D) Tobacco deaths have discouraged people from smoking.
Questions 3 and 4 will be based on the following news item.
3. A) Being more competitive. C) For a master’s or doctoral degree.
B) Being prepared for US colleges. D) For an easier way to earn money.
4. A) Tt will help their children get a higher degree earlier.
B) It will help their children be more competitive in the society.
C) It will help their children get high marks in the examination.
D) It is much cheaper than in other countries.
Questions 5 to 7 will be based on the following news item,
5. A) They have more efficient sleep than animals. ~ C) They need ten hours of sleep a day.

B) They need more sleep than animals. D) They have the same sleeping habit as animals.
6. A) It refers to the animals’ sleep. C) Tt refers to shorter, higher quality sleep.
B) It means a deeper stage of sleep. P) It makes up five percent of human’s sleep.
7. A) Longer duration of sleep. C) Better patterns of sleep.
B) ngher eff1c1ency of slcep D) More security in qlcep
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Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear two long conversations. At the end of each conversation , you will
hear four questions. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a
question , vou must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark
the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre .
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Conversation One

Questions 8 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

8. A) He teaches in a law school. C) He is a diplomat.

B) He loves classical music. D) He is a wonderful lecturer.
9. A) Went to see a play. C) Took some photos.

B) Watched a soccer game. D) Attended a dance.

10. A) She decided to get married in three years.

B) Her mother objected to Eric’s flying lessons.

C) She insisted that Eric pursue graduate studies.

D) Her father said she could marry Eric right away.
11. A) He doesn’t want to get married.

B) He wants to get married soon.

C) He wants to get married in two years.

D) He wants to get married after graduation.
Conversation Two

Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

12. A) Editor. B) Teacher. C) Journalist. D) Typist.
13. A) The beautiful Amazon rainforests, C) Big changes in the Amazon valley.
B) A new railway under construction. D) Some newly discovered scenic spot.
14. A) In news weeklies. C) In a local evening paper.
B) In newspapers’ Sunday editions. D) In overseas editions of US magazines.
15. A) To be employed by a newspaper. C) To sell her articles to a news service.
B) To become a professional writer. D) To get her life story published soon.
Section C

Directions: In this section, you will hear three passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some
questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once . After you hear a question , you must
choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding
letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre .
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Passage One
Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.
16. A) Nodding one’s head. C) Holding up the forefinger.
B) Waving one’s hand. D) Turning the right thumb down.
17. A) Looking away from them. C) Bowing one’s head to them.
B) Forming a circle with fingers. D) Waving or pointing to them.

18. A) Looking one’s superior in the eye.
B) Keeping one’s arms folded while talking.
C) Showing the sole of one’s foot to a guest.
D) Using a lot of gestures during a conversation.
PU%k 2014 E 12 H2E 2




Passage Two
Questions 19 to 21 are based on the passage you have just heard,
19. A) They had to beg for food after the harvest. C) They shared a small flat with their relatives.
B) They grew wheat and corn on a small farm. D) The children walked to school on dirt roads.
20. A) Tour Ecuador’s Andes Mountains. C) Purchase a plot to build a home on.
B) Earn an annual income of $ 2 800. D) Send their children to school.

21. A) The achievements of the Trickle Up Program.

B) A new worldwide economic revolution.

C) Different forms of assistance to the needy.

D) The life of poor people in developing countries.
Passage Three
Questions 22 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.

22. A) They are highly sensitive to cold. C) They are a living part of our body.
B) They are vitally important to our life. D) They are a chief source of our pain.

23. A) It has to be removed in time by a dentist. C) It contains many nerves and blood vessels.
B) It is a rare oral disease among old people. D) It is a sticky and colorless film on the teeth.

24. A) It can change into acids causing damage to their outer covering.
B) It greatly reduces their resistance to the attacks of bacteria.
C) It makes their nerves and blood vessels more sensitive to acid food.
D) It combines with food particles to form a film on their surface.

25. A) Food particles. C) Unhealthy living habits.
B) Gum disease. D) Chemical erosion.
Part I Reading Comprehension (40 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section , there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each
blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully
before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding
letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the
words in the bank more than once.

Questions 26 to 35 are based on the following passage.

As an Alaskan fisherman, Timothy June, 54, used to think that he was safe from industrial pollutants
(% % 4% ) at his home in Haines—a town with a population of 2 400 people and 4 000 eagles, with
8 million acres of protected wild land nearby. But in early 2007, June agreed to take partina 26 of
35 Americans from seven states. It was a biomonitoring project, in which people’s blood and urine ()
were tested for 27 of chemicals—in this case, three potentially dangerous classes of compounds
found in common household 28 like face cream, tin cans. and shower curtains. The results—
29  in November in a report called “Is It in Us?” by an environmental group—were rather
worrying. Every one of the participants, 30 from an Illinois state senator to a Massachusetts
minister, tested positive for all three classes of pollutants. And while the 31 presence of these
chemicals does not 32 indicate a health risk, the fact that typical Americans carry these chemicals
at all a3 June and his fellow participants.

Clearly, there are chemicals in our bodies that don't 34  there. A large, ongoing study
conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has found 148 chemicals in Americans of all
ages. And in 2005, the Environmental Working Group found an 35 of 200 chemicals in the blood
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of 10 new-borns. “Our babies are being born pre-polluted,” says Sharyle Patton of Commonweal, which
cosponsored “Is It in Us?” “This is going to be the next big environmental issue after climate change.’
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K) released |

l A) analyses F) extending

| B) average G) habitually L) shocked B
| C) belong H) necessarily M) simple

| D) demonstrated [) products N) survey |

Q) traces |

| E) excess J) ranging

Section B

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Fach

statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the
information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a D
letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.
In Hard Economy for All Ages,
Older Isn’t Better. . . It's Brutal
A) Young graduates are in debt. out of work and on their parents’ couches. People in their 30s and 40s
can’t afford to buy homes or have children. Retirces are earning near-zero interest on their savings.
B) In the current listless (#: % 7& 5 #)) economy, every generation has a claim to having been most
injured. But the Labor Department’s latest jobs reports and other recent data present a strong case for
crowning baby boomers ( =¥ J& £ T & it £ 69 A ) as the greatest victims of the recession and its

K)

dreadful consequences.

C) These Americans in their 50s and early 60s
Medicare and Social Security—have lost the most earnings power of any age group, with their
household incomes 10 percent below what they made when the recovery began three years ago,

those near retirement age who do not yet have access to L)

according to Sentier Research, a data analysis company. Their retirement savings and home values fell
sharply at the worst possible time: just before they needed to cash out. They are supporting both aged
parents and unemployed young-adult children, earning them the unlucky nickname * Generation

Squeeze.”

D) New research suggests that they may die sooner, because their health, income security and mental well-

—

being were battered (¥ 4]) by recession at a crucial time in their lives. A recent study by economists at
Wellesley College found that people who lost their jobs in the few years before becoming qualified for
Social Security lost up to three years from their life expectancy (T8 % %), largely because they no
longer had access to affordable health care.

Unemployment rates for Americans nearing retirement are far lower than those for young people, who

E
are recently out of school, with fewer skills and a shorter work history. But once out of a job. older

S

workers have a much harder time finding another one. Over the last year, the average duration of
unemployment for older people was 53 weeks, compared with 19 weeks for teenagers, according to the
Labor Department’s jobs report released on Friday.

The lengthy process is partly because older workers are more likely to have been laid off from
industries that are downsizing, like manufacturing. Compared with the rest of the population, older
people are also more likely to own their own homes and be less mobile than renters. who can move to

F)

new job markets.
Older workers are more likely to have a disability of some sort, perhaps limiting the range of jobs that

offer realistic choices. They may also be less inclined. at least initially, to take jobs that pay far less

Uk 2014 4E 12 H $2%E 4

G

L



than their old positions.

H) Displaced boomers also believe they are victims of age discrimination, because employers can easily
find a young, energetic worker who will accept lower pay and who can potentially stick around for
decades rather than a few years.

) In a survey of older workers who were laid off during the recession, just one in six had found another
job, and half of that group had accepted pay cuts. 14% of the re-employed said the pay in their new
job was less than half what they earned in their previous job. “I just say to myself; ‘ Why me? What
have I done to deserve this?”” said John Agati, 56, whose last full-time job, as a product developer,
ended four years ago when his employer went out of business. That position paid $ 90 000, and his
résumé lists jobs at companies like American Express, Disney and USA Networks. Since being laid off,
though, he has worked a series of part-time, low-wage, temporary positions, including selling shoes at
Lord & Taylor and making sales calls for a car company.

) The last few years have taken a toll not only on his family’s finances, but also on his feelings of self-
worth. “You just get sad,” Mr. Agati said. “I see people getting up in the morning, going out to their
careers and going home. I just wish I was doing that. Some people don’t like their jobs, or they have
problems with their jobs, but at least they’re working. I just wish I was in their shoes.” He said he
cannot afford to go back to school, as many younger people without jobs have done. Even if he could
afford it, economists say it is unclear whether older workers like him benefit much from more
education.

K) “It just doesn’t make sense to offer retraining for people 55 and older,” said Daniel Hamermesh, an
economics professor. “Discrimination by age. long-term unemployment, and the fact that they’re now
at the end of the hiring queue just don’t make it sensible to invest in them.”

L) Many displaced older workers are taking this message to heart and leaving the labor force entirely. The
share of older people applying for Social Security early rose quickly during the recession as people
sought whatever income they could find. The penalty they will pay is permanent, as retirees who take
benefits at age 62 will receive as much as 30% less in each month’s check for the rest of their lives than
they would if they had waited until full retirement age (66 for those born after 1942).

M) Those not yet qualified for Social Security are increasingly applying for another, comparable kind of
income support that often goes to people who expect never to work again: disability benefits. More
than one in eight people in their late 50s is now on some form of federal disability insurance program,
according to Professor Mark Duggan at the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.

N) The very oldest Americans, of course, were battered by some of the same ill winds that tormented (3f
/&) those now nearing retirement, but at least the most senior were cushioned by a more readily
available social safety net. More important, in a statistical twist, they may have actually benefited
from the financial crisis in the most fundamental way. longer lives.

0O) Death rates for people over 65 have historically fallen during recessions, according to a November 2011
study by economists at the University of California, Davis. Why? The researchers argue that weak job
markets push more workers into accepting relatively undesirable work at nursing homes, leading to
better care for residents.
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36. Greater mobility puts younger people at an advantage in seeking new jobs.

37. Many of the older workers laid off during the recession had to accept lower pay in their new jobs.

38. Those who lose their jobs shortly before retirement age live a shorter-than-average life.

39. Seniors at nursing homes could benefit from the weak job market.

40. Age discrimination in employment makes it pointless retraining older workers.
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41. According to recent reports and data analyses, boomers suffer most from the weak economy.

42. Unemployed boomers are at a disadvantage in job-hunting because employers tend to hire younger
workers.
43.

44,

People in their fifties and early sixties bear the heaviest family burdens.
People who take benefits from Social Security before official retirement age will get much less for the
rest of their lives.

15. Older workers’ choice of jobs can be limited because of disability.

Section C

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished
statements . For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the
best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.
Passage One

Questions 46 to 50 are based on the following passage.

New Yorkers are gradually getting used to more pedaling (¥ % #3) passengers on those shining blue
Citi Bikes. But what about local bike shops? Is Citi Bike rolling up riders at their expense?

At Gotham Bikes in Tribeca, manager W. Ben said the shop has seen an increase in its overall sales
due to the bike-share program. “It’s getting more people on the road,” he said. James Ryan, an employec
at Danny’s Cycles in Gramercy also said Citi Bike is a good option for people to ease into biking in a city
famed for its traffic jams and aggressive drivers. “They can try out a bike without committing to buying
one,” he said.

Rentals afe not a big part of the business at either Gotham Bikes or Danny’s Cycles. But for Frank’s
Bike Shop, a small business on Grand St., the bike-share program has been bad news. Owner Frank
Arroyo said his rental business has decreased by 90% since Citi Bike was rolled out last month. Arroyo’s
main rental customers are European tourists, who have since been drawn away by Citi Bikes.

However, Ben said the bike-share is good for bike sales at his shop. “People have used the bike-share
and realized how great it is to bike in the city, then decide that they want something nicer for
themselves,” he noted.

Christian Farrell of Waterfront Bicycle Shop, on West St. just north of Christopher St. . said initially
he was concerned about bike-share, though, he admitted, “I was happy to see people on bikes. "

Farrell’s early concerns were echoed by Andrew Crooks, owner of NYC Velo, at 64 Second Ave. ]
seemed like a great idea, but one that would be difficult to implement,” Crooks said of Citi Bike. He said
he worried about inexperienced riders’ lack of awareness of biking rules and strong negative reaction from

non-cyclists. However, he said, it’s still too early to tell if his business has been impacted.
While it’s possible bike-share will cause a drop in business, Crooks allowed that the idea is a positive

step forward for New York City.
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46. What is the author’s chief concern about the increasing use of Citi Bikes in New York?

A) How non-cyclists will respond to it.

B) Whether local bike shops will suffer.

C) Whether local bike businesses will oppose it.

D) How the safety of bike riders can be ensured.

What happened to Gotham Bikes as a result of the bike-share program?

C) It saw its bike sales on the rise.

47
A) It found its bike sales unaffected.
B) It shifted its business to rentals. D) It rented more bikes to tourists.
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48. Why is the bike-share program bad news for Frank’s Bike Shop?
A) Tt cannot meet the demand of the bike-share program.
B) Its customers have been drawn away by Citi Bikes.
C) Its bike prices have to be lowered again and again.
D) It has to compete with the city’s bike rental shops.
49. Why did Andrew Crooks think that the bike-share program would be difficult to execute?
A) Inexperienced riders might break biking rules.
B) Conflicts might arise among bike rental shops.
C) Traffic conditions might worsen in the downtown area.
D) There are not enough lanes to accommodate the bikes.

50. What is the general attitude of local bike shops towards Citi Bike?

A) Wait-and-see. C) Indifferent.
B) Negative. D) Approving.
Passage Two

Questions 51 to 55 are based on the following passage.

Various studies have shown that increased spending on education has not led to measurable
improvements in learning. Between 1980 and 2008, staff and teachers at US public schools grew roughly
twice as fast as students. Yet students showed no additional learning in achievement tests.

Universities show similar trends of increased administration personnel and costs without greater
learning, as documented in Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa’s recent book Academically Adrift: Limited
Learning on College Campuses .

A survey shows that 63% of employers say that recent college graduates don’t have the skills they need
to succeed and 25% of employers say that entry-level writing skills are lacking.

Some simplistically attribute the decline in our public education system to the drain of skilled students
by private schools, but far more significant events were at work.

Public schools worked well until about the 1970s. In fact, until that time, public schools provided far
better education than private ones. It was the underperforming students who were thrown out of public
schools and went to private ones.

A prominent reason public schools did well was that many highly qualified women had few options for
working outside the house other than being teachers or nurses. They accepted relatively low pay, difficult
working conditions, and gave their very best.

Having such a large supply of talented women teachers meant that society could pay less for their
services. Women'’s liberation opened up new professional opportunities for women, and. over time, some
of the best left teaching as a career option, bringing about a gradual decline in the quality of schooling.

Also around that time, regulations, government, and unions came to dictate pay, prevent adjustments, and
introduce bureaucratic (g #45) standard for advancement. Large education bureaucracies and unions came
to dominate the landscape, confusing activity with achievement. Bureaucrats regularly rewrite
curriculums, talk nonsense about theories of education, and require ever more administrators. The end
result has been that, after all the spending, students have worse math and reading skills than both their
foreign peers and earlier generations spending far less on education—as all the accumulating evidence now
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51. What do we learn from various studies on America’s public education?
A) Achievement tests have failed to truly reflect the quality of teaching.
B) Public schools lack the resources to compete with private schools.
C) Little improvement in education has resulted from increased spending.
D) The number of students has increased much faster than that of teachers.
52. How do some people explain the decline in public education?
A) Government investment does not meet schools’ needs.
B) Skilled students are moving to private schools.
C) Qualified teachers are far from adequately paid.
D) Training of students’ basic skills is neglected.
53. What was a significant contributor to the past glory of public schools?
A) Well-behaved students.
B) Efficient administration.
C) Talented women teachers.
D) Generous pay for teachers.
54. Why did some of the best women teachers leave teaching?
A) New career opportunities were made available to them by women’s liberation.
B) Higher academic requirements made it difficult for them to stay in their jobs.
C) They were unhappy with the bureaucratic administration in their schools.

D) The heavy teaching loads left them little time and energy for family life.

o

. What does the author think is one of the results of government involvement in education?
A) Increasing emphasis on theories of education.
B) Highly standardized teaching methods.
C) Students’ improved academic performance.

D) An ever-growing number of administrators.

Part [V Translation (30 minutes)
Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You
should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.

5 6 T A R R A R AR SRR #2010 4, P B A 4.2 1R K (netizen) , fa EASE fe ik ik
WE, EEMOBHATEAT EANELTR, PARRAZRARATARARK, XER RE AR
FREEMRE, AEAKA S TAE L T4 EER S AL AR EERMAK, TERRESRASET
A REAR R LR, B m RS s R WREF,

AT LRI AR 2 EFE.
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